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Return of Modi-
Shah combo,
The 2019 mandate

In democracy people’s mandate should be respected.
The BJP once more has been given the people’s mandate
to rule the country. Narendra Modi’s personality is one
factor for the massive victory of BJP. Saying so, the
dedicated hard core grass root workers of the BJP cannot
be ignored. The party is now the people’s choice. The
controversial demonetization, introduction of GST , issue
of CAB which had flared up massive protest and the
party’s stand on it gives no impact when it comes in
winning election. People like it or not , the choice doesn’t
really matter on issue of job crisis and the multiple issues
that has been facing but it is the politics of religion and
identity that the BJP rightly picked up and easily gets
the mandate. The mandate is given for the love and
belief to the promises that Modi had made by riding the
Nationalism chariot. Riding the Nationalism chariot for
the Hindu and of the Hindu makes the people convinced
that for India , resided by majority Hindu , Modi - Shah
combo ideology is perhaps considered the only option for
the people who want to see India as a nation of Hindu
only.

There may be many other reasons for the BJP to
achieve such a landslide victory with number crossing
300, despite the fact that there were scores of criticisms
to the programme and policy of the Prime Minister
Narendra Modi during his tenure. It would not be wrong
when one say that the position of the BJP was not very
popular among the people across the country.

When hard attack were flooded to the Modi
government against the controversial demonetisation,
GST, farmers’ suicide and unemployment, the Modi - Shah
combo showed no worry and kept going with their policy
and programme hitting back with different theory to
justify their stand. Almost all neutral political analysts
are of the view that there is a little chance of BJP
returning to power. But all the issues were diverted with
the Pulwama terror attack at which 42 CRPF jawans were
killed by a suicide bomber. Modi Govt. was quick to
response and even permitted the Indian armed forces to
strike at terrorist camps inside Pakistani territory using
Indian Airforce fighter planes. The Indian force claimed
destruction of 3 terrorist camps located at Balakot which
reinstated the position of the political party.

There are several other reasons noticed to the second
coming of Modi government in the Hindu majority land.
One among such is the failure of the Congress
organisation as it still continues to be the dynastic
politics.

Leaving aside others, Modi’s return is perhaps a
CHAMATKAR .... something good for the Hindu fanatics
may be fulfilled.

As for Manipur, it is left with no choice but to perform
Ras Leela at the palm of Modiji.
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turf. Modi’s success shows that havorking hard and making a good lifegarbed in religion. Simply being
had the measure of the voggoulse, for themselves. They need to be kegtgainst something or someone
whether he asked for a vote in then their place, even if this meanscannot unite people; the binding
Among the many reactions on sociahame of Indian soldiers or talkedoccasionally lynching or killing afew factor has to be a higher cause which
media to the victory of the Nationalloosely about the nuclear weaponsThe real Indian craves for ordeot can provide direction and sense of
DemocraticAlliance were tweets and Growth, development and jobs werechaos; a powerful Centre, not noisypurpose.The Sangts Hindutva
posts pointing out that whilatishi nowhere mentionedyret voters regionalists and structured castgroject fits the bill, because it evokes
Marlena of theA\amAadmi Party had gave him athumping majorivhat  hierarchies where each one knowsomething that is familiar to everyone
lost her seat in Delhi, Pragya Singhindeed does it say about India? their place. Meritis the way to rise upin India. To be Hindu is the natural
Thakur of the Bharatiya Janata Partyvlore than the systemic problemsn life, which these Indians think theyorder of things — those who are not,
had won in Bhopal. The former isin the Congress and in the regionahave in large measure. are not real Indians. Decades of
Oxford educated and had worked tgarties — lack of monegypoor Itis no surprise that Modi enjoys suchammering home this point has
improve government schools, the lattecandidate  selection, weaksupport even among educatedinally borne fruit, as newer
is an accused in a terrorism case andiisessaging, lack of alliances — theprofessionals, especially in the citiegienerations have grown up with no
currently out on bail-their respectivekey learning from these electionand overseas — they all seeense of history or the country
electoral performances wereresults is that the emergent Indiathemselves as people who hav&lodi has cleverly exploited this,
contrasted with each other voter is looking for something thatachieved everything on their ownbecause he understands this
Atishi lost to Gautam Gambhirhoin - no other party but the BJP has tavithout help from anyone, by sheersentiment. His own upbringing in the
his short pre-poll political career hasoffer. The BJPnot just articulates talent and diligence, and not througtSangh environment means he heard
shown he can be as hyper-nationalistithis new Indiars thoughts — often well entrenched family networks. Thesuch propaganda from an early age.
and aggressive as anyone else in his ways that must alarm anyonepossibility that they may have classAdd to that his communication skills
party, while Thakur defeated veteranconcerned with the values that havand caste privilege simply does noand the crafty shaping of his
Congress politician and former chiefbeen central to India so far — but isstrike them. persona. The optics of his meditation
minister of the state Digvijay Singh.part of that new narrative. It emerge§he successful businessman willn a cave in Kedarnath was carefully
What did these results suggest abotitom the very social order it speaksoast about how he came from a@rafted — Modi portrays the ascetic
India, asked these posts. for —the BJP is emblematic but alschumble background and worked dayvho does not want anything for
The comparison is a bit off the marka product of that mindset that haor night, ignoring how community himself, who is ready to live an
since the voters of Delhi and of Bhopataken root in modern India. networks may have played a role iraustere life without craving from
are not the same and other local factofBhe Congress during its heydayhis success; the IIT graduate whanaterial goods and who goes back
may have played a role, but the poinivanted to mould the nation in amade it big in the US has no time fotto India’s great religious traditions;
is well taken. Neither did\tishi's particular way; the BJP is a produchomilies about subsidised educatiort the same time he can bomb the
commitment to education impressmoulded by the nation. Those whan institutions of higher learning settroubling neighbour Pakistan and
voters nor didrhakurs controversial have voted for the BJP —and mainlyup by Jawaharlal Nehru or the factake on the Gandhi familylt is all
remarks about Gandhikiller bother for Narendra Modi — don’t merely that he may be from the upper casttake, of course, but for his followers,
her constituents. While votersthink he will bring them whatever where education and access werglinded by devotion, it is real. There
disregardedThakurs hate-filled he promised, but also because thetaken for granted. Modi strikes ais nothing, but nothing, that Rahul
statement, and they showed no interesee themselves in him. He is not justhord with him when he talks aboutGandhi, with all his talk of Rafale or
inAtishi's achievementatishiweakly their representative, he is one ohis own journey from being atea sellehis promise of a universal basic
tried to invoke her caste, thinking itthem because he has risen frorto becoming the prime minister—theyincome, can offer as a counter to this
would help herbut no one paid the among theniThechaiwallahstory see themselves in his image. Ievel of symbolism.

slightest attention. true or not, is a compelling one,contrast, Rahul Gandhi looks to be &he new Indian has spoken. In the
Itis a sobering, even troubling thoughbecause it not just inspires, itman who has done little in his lifecoming months and years, he — and
that Thakur is going to be in the Indiarexemplifies the feeling that a humbleexcept being born into a powerfulin many instances, she — will demand
parliament, the symbol of the coungry’ man has shown the privileged theirfamily. more and more. Their own man is the
democracy; she will swear allegiancelace. Resentment is a powerful emotion angrime minister; he instinctively
to the constitution, which stands for aModi, over the last few years, hasModi not just diannels it but also knows what they want and he will
secular India which she and her fellownot let go of any opportunity to talk owns it. He speaks for the resentfutieliver. The minorities, already
party leaders object to. What othembout how he has broken througtbecause he is one of them; he — likerushed, will be completely sidelined
views will she express as athe ranks of those who havemany inthe BJP and the larger Sangand their citizenship and loyalty will
representative of the people? controlled power — political, social parivar — has always harboured ee questioned; dissenters will be
On a broader level, this contrasbut also cultural — imidia and how grudge against the Nehru-Gandhipunished and every institution will
parallels with the battle between thehe has breached those elitist citadelsiot merely because of their policiese suborned for the higher good —
BJP and the opposition, mainly thePhrases like Lutyens Delhi, Harvardout because of their privileges. Thehe greater glory of Mother India.
Congress. The BJP has made no secelucated or even Khan Market gangpatrician Nehru is contrasted withThey have a dream for India, and
of where it stands on the question oéll signal the same thing — what dahe earthy Sardar Patel — it is noModi, one of them, is the implementer
minority rights, on Hindu dominance, these insularefined and deracinatedmerely their political differences butof that dream.

on patriotism; the Congress, with itshig shots think of themselves? | will their socio-cultural ones that matter-The old order is vanishing. It had a
allegations about corruption and cronyghow themAnd he has shown them.the first went to school andlot of weaknesses and had become
capitalism, its constant attacks orinthisimage, the elitsiLeft-liberal, university in England and mingleddistorted, but it held true and at least
Narendra Modi, found no takers. Norsecular (i.e. pandering to thewith the high and mightyhe second held out a promise of a just and
did its well-thought out manifesto with minorities) and remote from thewas a trade unionist who wore Indiarequitable societyThe new India
aplan for the future impress anyone omasses, i.e. the ‘redfidian. To this  clothes and remained in touch withwants to discard it in toto —and from
indeed the ‘soft Hindutva’' that thereal Indian, the Muslim, the Dalit andhis modest but ‘Indian’ roots. among these new Indians, Modi has
party’s brains trust came up with as @he poor in general are needlesslfhis sense of alienation from the oldarisen to take them to their true
strategy to take on the BJP on its owasking for too much instead oforder and the feelings of inferiority isdestiny
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who are passing out of theirwhom the responsibility has beerwhich means a worth living, dignified
Masters & PhDs, struggling to find delegated and the inability of ourlife and most eminent thing is freedom
ajob. | wonder how much time andbureaucrats to anticipate and solvand independent life. The power of
Thinkers change systems and shifinoney is wasted in the quest of ahe most basic problems, shoul&ducation extends beyond the
paradigms, and so modern educatiopiece of paper that ultimately no oneactually not be surprising. development of skills we need for
is as careful as it can be to avoictares about in todays world.The big challenge now is how to brealeconomic success. It can contribute
producing too many people who areCountless of my talented friends arehe cycle and undo the damage. to nation-building and reconciliation
capable of sustained critical thinking.doing nothing that they lové&nd  simple mechanical response is unlikeljput the education provided to the
How a particular stuff of education isthat thought makes me angifyjwe  to achieve much. Besides pluggingtudents of the colleges today is the
an accumulation of slaves and we arkeep producing average people ahe gaps, there is a need to rethink ttgateway to the slavery and
IPased to have such sheep- shedssnch a great speed & scale, we arentire philosophy informing higher dependencéppreciating individual
form of colleges at every nook an@reating a whole underworld of education in the region and how itexistence , encouraging self
crook of the state. students who shindesperate pass-outs withougoals can best be achieved. determination and to give open spaces
with highest class of numbers are thelirection. Poor governance in the sector is &r innovations and creativity is far
reflection of the general failure ofaway from the system. Our sole
No doubt, we call it the mostA few of you who might have governance and lack of accountabilitypurpose is to maximise the level of
competitive survival but we entirely already done your higher orat the societal leve good starting compromise for the smooth slavery in
forget to address it as the race of thprobably highest studies would gepoint would be to institute a cultureour studentsAny kind of schooling
donkeys. offended, and that’understood. of accountability among our elite,where children are not allowed to
Every college in Jammu and KashmiBut when a major chunk of ourdepoliticise key appointments, shiftquestion their teachers or explore and

%roduces almost nursery of studenteorkforce comes out of thesethe focus from paper credentials tainderstand their external and internal

ith the high ranks in the academicgolleges and universities withoutpractical skills and broaden theinfluence/environment begets only
and they are bound to face capitahny skills and when companieschoices for education beyond a degregneducated slaves with a piece of

0slaveryAfter three decades of rapidhave to spend more money to traircertificate. Reform should also not bepaper called degree.

xpansion, stakeholders are in a stathem to be ready for work, it makesrushed either because part of th&/hen you are truly educated you will

of deep soul searching as theamply clear that something ismaladies the sector is suffering todape broad minded and open to
tpractices of a runaway higherseriously wrong with this are the result of politically arguments and discussions without
education system become manifeseducational system. opportunistic policies in the past.  prejudice or violence (inspite of your

rom poor governance and fundingrhe immediate consequences of aRaced with shrinking economies andeliefs and morality)Very rarely do

‘zgaps to outright fraud and capacityeducation system that allows thosdallooning populations of youngwe find a truly educated man/woman.

onstraints. practices is that it underminespeople, governments from the midEducdion is the key to eliminate

time with resources could haveOne of the most wasted time of myconfidence in the credentials of high1980s resorted to rapid expansion ajender bias, casteism, regionalism,

life has been during my phase okducation. More insidious howeyerlower education while not makinginequality poor and rich divide, to
education. Probably thirty years ofis the fact that the bearers of sucladequate investment in higheprevent needless and illogical
my life. And thankfully | did not learn undeserved academic credentialsducation. This created a degree afpproaches and mental sickness
a lot of things which savede later |  get to be trusted with critical rolesdiscordance in the system that woulénd create an ideal sociefnd in
won'tblame my school or college. Theyin society Looked at from that later yield barely regulateda knowledge economyeducation
were doing their job, probably comingcontext, the high levels of graft in participation in provision of higher is the only currency by which
down from the same education systenthe private and public sectors, theeducation by the private sector anthations maintain economic
we can't expect them to break out ofitseeming lack of any form of the commercialisation of publiccompetitiveness and can free
The idea to post about this came wheconsciousness in the managemeniiversities. themselves from the predatory
I was thinking about a couple of friendsof public resources by those toEducation is the soul of successggressors.




